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The introduction of the National Directory for Catechesis [NDC] states: “Jesus Christ is the unique 
emissary of the Father, and the apostles are the emissaries of Jesus Christ.”  It also proclaims 
that “the object of catechesis is communion with Jesus Christ” (NDC, p. 55).  We accomplish this 
by both sharing the content of our faith – Sacred Scripture and Tradition – and through our 
personal witness of what it is to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.   

In order to promote catechesis that is foundational, sequential, and pastoral, the Archdiocese of 
Seattle is offering this 8 to 12 month program to learn both the “what” and the “how” of 
authentically passing on the treasures of our Catholic faith.  This program includes a series of 
classes presenting the Six Tasks of Catechesis as outlined in the National Directory of Catechesis 
and a series of online videos from the Augustine Institute’s Symbolon program, whose content 
provides elements of how to know and live the Catholic Faith.  

WHO NEEDS TO BE CERTIFIED? 

All persons within the Archdiocese of Seattle who teach in their parishes are encouraged to 
become certified in the foundations of our Catholic faith.  This includes volunteers and staff 
providing sacramental preparation, religious education, youth ministry, Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adult and Children coordinators, leaders of bible studies, and any other program of 
faith formation.  

WHAT IS THE COST OF THE PROGRAM? 

The cost for the entire program is $75.00 per person. 

Additionally, participants will need to purchase the Third Edition of the Catholic Study Bible, the 
Second Edition of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and The Catechist’s Toolbox (by Joe 
Paprocki).  

WHAT TYPES OF CERTIFICATION IS AVAILABLE? 

This foundational Catechetical Certification Program provides the opportunity to receive a 
certificate on:  

a) Adult Faith Formation, or 
b) Catechist  
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WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS TO COMPLETE EITHER CERTIFICATION? 

For the Adult Faith Formation Certificate:  

1) Attend 6 in-person classes corresponding to the Six Tasks of Catechesis (each class may 
be offered every 5-6 weeks). 

2) Watch and take a quiz on 18 videos from the Augustine Institute’s Symbolon program. 
(A series of 5 or 6 videos will be assigned after each in-person class.) 

3) Complete a reflection journal. 
4) Attend a retreat that is 4 hours or more. 

For the Catechist Certificate:  

1) Attend 6 in-person classes corresponding to the Six Tasks of Catechesis (each class may 
be offered every 5-6 weeks). 

2) Watch and take a quiz on 24 videos from the Augustine Institute’s Symbolon program. 
(A series of 5 or 6 videos will be assigned after each in-person class.) 

3) Complete a reflection journal. 
4) Attend a retreat that is 4 hours or more. 
5) Observe two religious education classes. 
6) Prepare a lesson plan 
7) Teach a class using the lesson plan, while being observed by the catechesis coordinator 

or Pastoral Assistant for Faith Formation.  

WHAT IS THE DURATION OF THIS CERTIFICATION? 

Certification will be valid for 3 years from the date of issue.  

WHAT IS NEEDED TO MAINTAIN THE CERTIFICATION? 

In order to maintain the certification, participants must apply for re-certification/renewal every 3 
years.  

The following are needed for re-certification/renewal: 

• Complete re-certification/renewal form. 
• Document 30 hours of ongoing faith formation (approximately 10 hours per year; we 

recommend at least 5 hours for each of the Six Tasks of Catechesis). 
• Participation as an active catechist or teaching ministry in their parish.  

 


